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Political leaders and their intellectual advisors from different fields with mistaken identity and petty frame of mind are trying to gratify themselves and elate their bloated yet tiny ego with jargons such as Marathi asmita, Marathi manoos, Marathi Bhasha prem and so on. While this is happening the sectarian opponents are trying to disguise themselves as broad minded, large hearted and ultimately patriotic elements.

As a common man I tend to vacillate between the illusory fear of loss of natural self respect and my livelihood being in peril on one hand; and soothing strength of humane and unifying attitude on the other. 
What is the solution to my dilemma?

As a common man I must understand that this problem is that of generalizing one’s feeling of self inadequacy or paranoid fear of being dominated by the others. This is the hallmark of the maniacal elements on both sides.
While everyone one of us is prone to develop such a lowly feeling, the solution does not lie in reacting in a vicious and barbaric manner, but making efforts to rise and bravely conquer; the obstacle to growth; inside and outside; and blossom together!
The quest of knowing and realizing self is eternal and indisputable. It is common to everyone in the world and Marathi manoos is no exception to it.
In this quest, Marathi manoos has gone far and wide and excelled in a variety of fields and walks of life. Marathi manoos has excelled in art, sports, languages, trade, sciences, finances, spirituality, politics and all the fields for that matter, but not as a narrow Marathi manoos. 

Even though the petty leaders on both sides are trying to sell their narrowness, grumbling and blaming attitude and many of us find gratification in the same (similar to that which we find in gratification of our whims and fancies or idle gossip) and buy these ideas, though equally pessimistically and lethargically. Obviously these popular and populist leaders and all of us tending to get dragged after them; would get disillusioned as and when the flood of enlightenment and blossoming would engulf the whole universe.
Mahatma Gandhi’s contribution in this respect is noteworthy! He essentially tried to initiate individual and global blossoming and self empowerment.

Charkha, khaadi, naturopathy, walking, moolodyog (productive element in education); were essentially aimed at such individual and global blossoming and self empowerment! Freedom for him meant freedom from within and outside and for India as well as for all other people of world aspiring freedom! For him, nonviolence meant “a state where lowly and petty reactivity in the form of all kinds of violence towards oneself and the others” would be unnecessary and redundant!
These transcendental ideas had sprung from the enlightenment within and always manifested as often ridiculed “inner voice”. Wherefrom did this inner voice and enlightenment originate? Undoubtedly it manifested from the practice of NAMSMARAN. One can also argue that NAMSMARAN sprung from the enlightenment! In any case NAMSMARAN and enlightenment inseparably go hand in hand and form Mahatma Gandhi’s innate core!
Mahatma Gandhi’s austerity, dhoti, spectacles, abstinence, celibacy and now even pen; have been dramatized, highlighted and projected repeatedly. His sheep is hyped. His ideas about population control, abortion and often inexplicable or controversial tactics and decisions also have been referred to and attacked vehemently and repeatedly by his adversaries and come in focus frequently. 
It is possible that Mahatma Gandhi himself could not express his enlightenment and NAMASMARAN adequately, or it may be that the common individual like me has failed to recognize; the enlightenment and NAMASMARAN; which were the core of Gandhi’s personality.

However as a result; Gandhi has been relegated (though totally wrongly and falsely) as irrelevant and redundant by both; his apparent adversaries and so called followers and common individuals like me.
It is clear that the deification or condemnation of neither petty Marathi chauvinists nor their sectarian opponents is going to give me as a common man, my self esteem, my self respect, my respectable livelihood and also the satisfaction of coexisting, growing and blossoming together with all varieties of people of India and the world! I can achieve all this through self empowerment through NAMASMARAN no matter what age, sex, region, language, religion, race I belong to!

However, it is up to me; as a common man; to either exercise the freedom to blossom and empower myself through NAMASMARAN or worship and get dragged behind the illusory goals of pettiness and darkness. 

