FAQs on the “Donate books, Receive books” initiative

18th June 2009

What is the "Donate books, Receive books" initiative?
 

An all-India campaign to "Donate books, Receive Books" has been started by Karmayog to enable any person from across the country to connect with and donate books to any public library, school, college, hospital, NGO, Trust, etc. 
 

What are some of the objectives?
 

The campaign aims at:
 

- establishing permanent, local linkages between people and organisations so that they can 'Donate Books, Receive Books' at any time in the future also
- making people realise that there are many people and organisations who can use and need the books, magazines, CDs, etc. that are lying unused in our homes and offices, or which we regularly sell off as raddi / waste paper
- Public libraries, reading rooms, old people's homes, public hospitals...are some examples of places where magazines, light reading material, etc. is always needed
- Children's homes, orphanges, schools and colleges are always in need of books for their libraries
- ensuring that each book donated is read by at least one more person, if not many more, before it may end upas waste
- Many NGOs have special requirements of books (e.g. for training purposes) which they find difficult to get - while there may be people who have such books to donate.
 

Why donate books? (Responses from Karmayog members to the 'donate books, receive books' campaign)
 

- Books are repositories of knowledge, and we must all try and take steps to see that this knowledge is passes on and shared with as many people as possible. 

- A single book can transform a life. 
- Knowledge is something that increases when you give it to others. 
- Education is the best policy to develop humanity and to develop society.
- Donating books will impact the nation by increasing the knowledge of neediest children. 

 

Why have Collection Centres? Why not donate directly to NGOs?
 

A collection centre is any easily accessible place where people can stop by and donate books. For e.g. a doctor's clinic, a branch of a bank, a shop, the housing society office, any office or home, etc. can be a collection centre. 
It would be difficult for people to identify and locate the specific NGOs that need the books being donated; hence the collection centres become a mid-way facilitator. NGOs and those needing the books, who may be in remote areas, can also periodically pick up the donated books from the collection centres. 
The collection centres, once established, become useful nodes in that local community for other initiatives as well, such as disaster relief, clothes collection, information dissemination centres, etc. 
Hence, collection centres play an important role. 
 

How does the 'Donate Books, Receive Books' initiative work?
 

Karmayog has sent out an appeal explaining the initiave. (original email attached below for your reference)
All responses received are circulated to all. People start contacting those who need, have offered books, etc. (see responses received at http://groups.yahoo.com/group/karmayog/message/51724)
A web-section is being developed on Karmayog with a compilation of Collection Centres and those who need books, so that any person can periodically check and donate books to the organisations listed at the locations listed. See www.karmayog.org/donatebooks 
 

------------------------------------------------------
 

Original email sent out on May 21, 2009
 

Sub.: Donate books, Receive books
 

We would like to develop a list of locations in various cities in India where people can donate books, magazines, CDs, VCDs, DVDs, etc.
 

If you are an NGO / school / college / library / hospital or even an individual  interested in receiving these, please send us the following details:
    1. type of books you are interested in e.g. text books, inspirational books, etc.
    2. location where books can be dropped and timings for dropping
    3. email ID and contact details
    4. what will be done with the donated books e.g. use for a reading room, distribute to patients in hospital, sell to raise money for beneficiaries, etc.
    5. a single-line statement that would motivate people to donate books to your organisation
 

Please send us this information via www.karmayog.org/message or via the Materials Needed form on Karmayog at www.karmayog.org/materials/ngomatform.htm
 

We will compile this list of organisations and locations and circulate it with an appeal for donations.
 

If you are willing to volunteer to be a Collection Centre where people can drop their books, etc., and from where specific NGOs can collect the donated material in a couple of days, please let us know.
 

Regards, 
 

Vinay 
www.karmayog.org 
